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I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 

ends of the earth.  Isaiah 49:6b 
 
The Power to Witness 
 In the February 9, 2006 edition of “Come Receive the Light”, the Orthodox Christian 
Network’s newsletter, Father Christopher Metropulos writes that Orthodoxy in America is 
facing a time of challenge – both of identity and purpose.  Times of challenge can be times of 
fear, insecurity, and despondency, but we can make them times of renewal and hope by 
fulfilling the calling Christ gave us.  We cannot fall into the trap of thinking that we are “too 
small or too backward” and falling back to being “a cultural preservation society” for the “old 
ways”.  If we believe that the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church is preserved and 
declared fully in Orthodoxy, we must share this treasure of faith with all people.  Father 
Christopher writes that “Orthodoxy is the birthright of every person in the world who loves 
Jesus Christ”. 
 Before His Ascension, the Lord promised His followers that “you shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  This passage will provide 
us with knowledge of victory and peace, and the clear path to fulfilling our calling to be the 
Church for the whole world.  Father Christopher lists three powerful tools that should be the 
foundations of our ministry: 

First, The Power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus promises His disciples that the Holy Spirit 
will empower them – the greatest source of strength in the universe.  God does not ask great 
things of us without providing the means to achieve them.  The writer reminds us that St. 
Paul declared “if God is for us, who is against us?” (Romans 8:31). 

Second, The Power of Purpose.  God has not simply given us power for our own ends, 
but to be witnesses to His divine rescue mission to heal the hearts and souls of every 
person.  The Orthodox Church continues to honor “the saints and martyrs who have left a 
credible witness to the very existence of God in the earth by their lives and their deeds and 
their words”.  The purpose of the Church is to declare and live out eternal truths.  We must 
follow the example of the saints and be active, visible, and purposeful witnesses to God’s 
love and His redeeming grace. 

Finally, The Power of Perspective.  Our mission field is the entire world.  The power of 
perspective shows us that our witness to God’s lovingkindness is to burn brightly at home so 
that it will shine as far as possible.  This powerful perspective helps us to face our current 
challenges with the knowledge that we are called to be actively showing the world the way to 
a mature relationship with Jesus Christ in “Jerusalem (our home town), and in all Judea 
(our nation), and in Samaria (the “foreign” places), and to the ends of the earth.” 

To read Father Christopher’s articles and learn more about the “Come Receive the 
Light” radio ministry, please log on to the website www.receive.org. 

 



IOCC “Gift of the Heart” School Kits 
 During Great Lent, our Church School will assemble “Gift of the Heart” School Kits 
for distribution by Church World Service (CWS) and International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) to the hurricane disaster victims and other children in need.  Unlike the 
Health Kit project, parishioners must assemble the contents of each kit.  CWS and IOCC 
have requested that each kit contain the following items:  one pair of blunt scissors, one 12-
inch ruler with centimeter markings, one pencil sharpener, six new pencils with erasers, one 
large eraser, one box of 24 crayons, pads or notebooks of ruled paper approximately 8½-by-
11 inches containing 150-200 sheets of paper (no loose paper), and twelve sheets of colored 
construction paper.  Please bring these items in a plastic bag to the Church Hall.  The 
Church School will transfer the items to cloth bags that were donated for this purpose.  
Please see Loraine Babaian or Arlene Kallaur with any further questions.   
 
Advertising and Public Relations 
 The Outreach Committee has placed our parish into WorshipQuest.org, the largest 
national online church directory in the U.S.  It has submitted copy for the parish’s services 
and events in Great Lent and Holy Week to Newsday’s free Faith Calendar column and 
online events calendar.  It is also planning to run a paid advertisement for Holy Week 
services once again in Newsday.  In addition to using Newsday and other local newspapers, 
the Outreach Committee created the parish flyer last spring as an additional source of 
public relations.  The flyer has been used for Holy Week 2005, the beginning of the 2005-
2006 liturgical and Church School year, Christmas 2005, and Great Lent 2006.  The flyer 
was posted in local supermarkets and other community bulletin boards, as well as mailed to 
visitors that signed the guest book and families that had registered their children for Church 
School at one time.  A flyer with the Holy Week schedule has been printed.  The Outreach 
Committee is seeking to post the flyers the week before Lazarus Saturday.  If you are 
interested in posting the new flyer in your neighborhood, please see Mark and Nancy 
Vassilakis.  Finally, the best publicity is word of mouth.  Every parishioner should invite 
friends and family to Holy Week services.  Extra copies of the Lenten/Holy Week schedule 
are available at the candle desk. 
 
Macy’s Community Shopping Day 
 The Parish Council has undertaken a spring fundraising effort.  A special discount 
ticket/raffle is being sold for a community shopping day at Macy’s of Roosevelt Field on April 
26, 2006 exclusively.  Please see flyers in the Church Hall for a full description of the 
discounts and promotions offered.  Price per ticket is $10; all proceeds benefit our parish.  
Please make the effort to sell tickets to friends and family.  Like the 50/50 Raffle project, 
this is a good opportunity to promote our parish in addition to fundraising.  Tickets are 
available from our Starosta Warren Brunke or one of the Parish Council members. 
 
Parish Library 
 The Outreach Committee would like to thank Sub-deacon Jacob Hatch for his 
assistance in replacing several books that sustained water damage.  Copies of The Orthodox 
Church and The Orthodox Way by Bishop Kallistos Ware and Facing the World by Archbishop 
Anastasios Yannoulatos were replaced.  Also, two new releases from Saint Vladimir’s Press 
were placed in the library:  Seeds of the Word by Father John Garvey and The Mystery of 
Christ by Father John Behr. 
 



Parishioner Handbook 
 The Parishioner Handbook was distributed at the Annual Parish Meeting and 
subsequently to parishioners that did not attend the meeting and new members.  If you did 
not receive your copy, please see Mark Vassilakis.  The Outreach Committee requests that 
one copy be distributed per family. 
 
Coffee Hour 
 All parishioners are encouraged to sign up for Coffee Hour.  In addition to the 
fellowship, Coffee Hour provides a great environment for meeting and welcoming visitors.  If 
you see visitors at any service, please welcome them, refer them to a Greeter, and invite 
them to the Coffee Hour after the Divine Liturgy.  If you see anyone sitting alone at a table, 
please invite them to join you at your table.  A little hospitality goes a long way! 


