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But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  2 Timothy 4:5 
 
14th All-American Council 

In order to prepare delegates for the 14th All-American Council, the Orthodox 
Church in America published five papers that identified the essential pillars of the 
Church’s future health and growth.  These papers can be accessed from the OCA’s 
homepage by scrolling down to the “Papers and Memos” section or by inputting the 
following URL:  http://www.oca.org/DOC-AAC-14-index.asp?SID=26 

Evangelism is identified as the primary tool of maintaining the health and 
integrity of the OCA and every individual parish.  The Lord’s Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20) was stated as the OCA’s mission statement.  Archbishop Anastasios 
of Albania once remarked that “being a mission, being a sent people, is part of the very 
DNA of the Church, and that to work against this is to work against our very nature, 
which can only bring sickness to our church”.  Problems arise when goals other than the 
proclamation of the Gospel of Christ take priority.  Father John Meyendorff wrote “the 
church that is not practicing mission is not a church”.  All efforts must begin with 
prayer, repentance and conversion, identification with the missionaries of the past 
(especially the saints of North America), sacrifice, and hard work.  Evangelism is not 
about membership numbers, but about Christ in His holy people.  We must recognize 
that evangelism is a long-term program and no “quick fix” exists.  The effort must begin 
today, although we must work to fix things on the inside while we reach out. 
 Several areas of outreach were identified in order to revitalize existing parishes: 

1.  New “old” blood:  Outreach to the younger generation and former members 
that have partially or completely lost their connection to the parish and are effectively 
unchurched should be conducted by younger and active members. 

2.  Friends and strangers:  Parishioners should invite friends and family to the 
parish’s services and activities, and welcome all visitors.  A friendly parish, while 
helpful, is not enough for successful evangelism.  Knowledgeable, active, and organized 
parishioners are needed to help inquirers, guests, and potential converts.  The Outreach 
Committee is the primary lay organization for this purpose in our parish. 

3.  New immigrants:  This segment was the primary source of growth in the past.  
The OCA seeks to integrate new Eastern European immigrants, often unchurched, into 
the American Orthodox culture through various pastoral and educational efforts. 

4.  Immediate neighbors:  Our own communities and neighborhoods, including all 
ethnicities, must become our mission field.  The paper states that “if we duly hope to be 
the all-American church, we have to target people that represent all categories and 
races”. 

5. “Usual” outreach:  Despite significant support for the national church’s 
programs, many parishes still lack personalized outreach to the needy, such as soup 
kitchens and nursing home visitation groups.  These programs often attract volunteers 
from outside the parish, whom may have little or no connection to church life.  A good 
Christian witness is the best advertising! 



 
Parishioner Handbook 
 The Parishioner Handbook will be ready for distribution in October.  This 
publication will contain information regarding various aspects of parish life and 
liturgical worship, including the liturgical schedule, ministry groups, membership and 
offering envelope information, tips on using the Divine Liturgy book, and a list of 
additional Orthodox resources.  Both new and current members will find the handbook 
very valuable.  The Outreach Committee requests that one copy be distributed per 
household in order to minimize printing costs.  The Parishioner Handbook has been 
partially funded by anonymous contributions. 
 
IOCC “Gift of the Heart” Health Kits 
 This fall, our Church School will assemble “Gift of the Heart” Health Kits, 
promoted by the International Orthodox Christian Charities, for distribution to the 
hurricane disaster victims.  The collection of supplies began on the last weekend of 
September, and the kits will be assembled on Saturday, October 29.  The IOCC has 
requested that a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure be filled with the following 
items:  1 hand towel, 1 washcloth, 1 comb, 1 metal nail file or nail clipper, 1 bar of soap 
(bath size), 1 toothbrush, 1 tube of toothpaste (4-7 ounces), and 6 Band-Aids.  All kits 
must contain these eight items.  In addition to the Church School, anyone wishing to 
donate some of these items can bring them to the church hall and place them in the 
designated boxes.  Alternatively, parishioners can assemble the complete kits at home 
and bring them to the church hall.  Please see Loraine Babaian or Arlene Kallaur with 
any further questions.   
 
Advertising and Public Relations 
 In addition to the continuing use of Newsday’s Faith Calendar (free publicity) and 
Places of Worship (paid advertising) sections, the Outreach Committee created the 
parish flyer this past spring as an additional source of public relations.  The flyer 
communicated the Holy Week schedule of services and was placed in several 
supermarkets and shops in East Meadow and Merrick.  Another parish flyer was 
recently printed to communicate the beginning of the Church School year, the 
resumption of the regular worship schedule, and the annual parish picnic.  This latest 
flyer was posted in over one dozen supermarkets and shops in East Meadow, Merrick, 
Baldwin, and Rockville Centre.  Also, the parish flyer was sent to visitors that signed the 
guest book and families that had registered their children for Church School at one time.  
A similar parish flyer is planned for the Christmas/Theophany season.  If you are 
interested in posting the new flyer in your neighborhood in December, please see Mark 
and Nancy Vassilakis.  
 
Coffee Hour 
 All parishioners are encouraged to sign up for Coffee Hour.  In addition to the 
fellowship, Coffee Hour provides a great environment for meeting and welcoming visitors.  
If you see visitors at any service, please welcome them, refer them to a Greeter, and 
invite them to the Coffee Hour after the Divine Liturgy.  If you see anyone sitting alone at 
a table, please invite them to join you at your table.  A little hospitality goes a long way! 

 


