
 
 

BOOK REVIEW 
Published in the Holy Trinity Parish Bulletin 

 

Dear Parishioners, if you would like to share with us a book you have read from the parish library, please fill out 
a “review form” which can be found downstairs in the library. 
 

 
 
TITLE: Icon of Spring 
 
AUTHOR: Sonya Jason 
 
Icon of Spring is a concise and well-written memoir of the Carpatho-Rusyn immigrant experience 
in western Pennsylvania during the Great Depression as seen through the eyes of a seven-year old 
child.  The author draws from her experience of growing up as the member of a poor and large 
family.  She observes her father as he comes and goes to work in the coal mines day after day in 
order to put food on his family’s table.  Ms. Jason’s mother is dedicated to her family yet reaches 
out to the less fortunate members of the community by caring for the sick and infirm and giving 
them food when even her own family did not have enough to eat.  These acts of charity only 
reinforced her faith in God, not so much on a high theological level, but how simple piety could 
work inside a person’s heart. 
 
I found this book interesting to read, as it brought to my mind my own family’s struggles as I was 
growing up as the member of a large Chinese-American family.  One of the parallels I discovered 
in Ms. Jason’s book was her relationship with her uneducated immigrant mother.  It brought back 
many memories for me in that I grew up knowing more English than my mother, who had no 
formal English education.  In contrast, Orthodoxy as a major part of family life was a very 
interesting aspect of this book for a convert like me.  
 
A highlight of this book was the author’s account of her sister’s wedding.  It made me revisit my 
own Orthodox Christian wedding, with all of its joys and surprises.  Finally, Ms. Jason did a 
masterful job of bringing Orthodoxy to life with her vibrant descriptions of the great feast of 
Pascha.   
 
 

Reviewed by Anastasia Vassilakis 


